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The Looking Glass

Where form & function is fashion

PC Hooftstraat is one of the most elegant shopping streets
in Europe, home to only leading international and Dutch
designers, flagship stores and boutiques. Situated in the
heart of the Museum Quarter, between Museumplein and
the Vondelpark, shops on the PC Hooftstraat are a display of

Dutch design, creative heritage and elegance.

Taking cues from nearby museums for framing Dutch art,
UNStudio’s design for The Looking Glass sets the stage for
a unigue and distinctive flagship store by reimagining what
it means to display clothes. Its facade is a celebration of
textiles, both in form and function; three curved glass panels
flow down from the upper floors in a design that mimics

billowing transparent cloth.

This play with glass creates opening spaces on a pedestrian
eye-level that unveil the latest designs. In a fluid gesture,
fashion and architecture come together to represent and
celebrate the geometry of high-end, tailored clothing, creating
harmony between aesthetics and function. All this while
keeping true to the original design of the three-windowed
vertical division of an Amsterdam town house, where on the
upper floors above the retail section, a bespoke apartment
design carries high-end architecture through the entire building.

KEY NUMBERS

Surface area 340 square meters with high ceilings.

Ground floor 128 m? gross floor area with a height of 5,15 m.
Basement 133 m? gross floor area with a height of 3,80 m.
First floor 78 m? gross floor area with a height of 3,10 m.
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